
 

                                                                         

MINUTES OF SHERFIELD ENGLISH PARISH COUNCIL ORDINARY MEETING 
Held on Wednesday 13th November 2024 at 7.30 p.m. in the Village Hall 

 

PRESENT: Parish Cllrs Griffiths (in chair), R Noble, G Noble, Cook, Dovey, and Hoffman, Cllr Adams 
King, and clerk to the council, Sue Holder.                      
  
25/061 APOLOGIES: Received from Cllrs Lewis and Bailey. 
 
25/062 OPEN FORUM: None 
 
25/063 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST RELATION TO AGENDA ITEMS ONLY: None 
 
25/064 MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING(S): were unanimously agreed and signed as a correct record 
by the Chairman. 
 

25/065 MATTERS ARISING: None 
 
25/066 BOROUGH COUNCILLOR / COUNTY COUNCILLOR REPORTS: 
Cllr Adams King reported that following the recent budget, the County Council will be paying significantly 
more National Insurance, however further Government funding will be available for Highways. It was 
reported recently that the Government has increased the housing target by 75%, which has resulted in 
councils, including Test Valley Borough Council, requesting a transitional period.  It is predicted that Test 
Valley Borough Council will keep the council tax low next year, however Hampshire County Council are 
anticipating the current 5% cap to be lifted resulting in a more significant increase.  Hampshire County 
Council are to implement charging a double council tax on second homes and for properties vacant for 
more than 6 months.  It was reported that road repairs on Gambledown Lane have been completed and 
the Romsey Post Office will close as part of the mass closure of Post Offices, however an alternative 
location may be possible. 
 
 
25/067 PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
For consideration by the parish council: 
 
24/02584/VARS 5 Goddards Bungalow 
Variation of condition 2 (approved plans) of planning permission 23/01354/VARS (replacement dwelling 
and install sewage treatment plant) to allow amendments to the proposed site layout and soft 
landscaping. 
The parish council resolved to make no comment on this application. 
 
24/02434/FULLS Sherfield Mill 
Demolition of storage barn and erection of replacement double garage store and ancillary 
accommodation. 
The parish council resolved not to object to this application. 
 
Decisions received from TVBC 
 
24/02244/AGNS Glebe Farm – prior approval was not required. 
 
 
 



 

                                                                         

 
25/068 RESILIENCE – do we need an emergency plan for Sherfield English? 
Following a discussion, the parish council resolved to take further advice from Test Valley Borough 
Council on the value of preparing a resilience plan for the village.  
 
25/069 NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN (NP) 
Cllr Hoffman reported that due to the sterling efforts of members of the NP Committee, they have now 
reached the stage where a draft plan has been completed and is being reviewed before releasing to the 
Parish Councilors for their further review and input.  A copy of this draft has also been sent to the 
consultants and once they have their feedback and that of the Councilors, the Committee hope to re-
publish this new draft for general review and discussion. 
 
25/070 LENGTHSMAN 
It was reported that following an injury the Lengths man has fallen behind with his work schedule and the 
bus shelter will now be repaired during November.  It was reported that the A27 footpath also needs 
clearing of hanging brambles and fallen leaves.  
 
25/071 HIGHWAYS /MAINTENANCE ISSUES 
It was reported that the drain in the A27 layby will regularly be inspected by Highways and maintained as 
necessary.   
The potholes in Gambledown Lane have now been filled. 
Litter in the A27 layby was reported. 
The junction of Pound Lane with Branches Lane needs the tarmac redressing (21725261), and Church 
Lane also requires maintenance (NAK). 
 
25/072 VILLAGE HALL 
Test Valley Borough Council grants for community centres was noted by the parish council, which could 
be used to address the heating and floor issues in the small meeting room of the Village Hall. 
 
25/073 CORRESPONDENCE 
The following correspondence had been sent to the council in advance of the meeting, with no further 
action requested at the meeting. 
 

•HCC – free large trees 

•TVBC – S Water community centre grants  

•EH – parish wreath 

•HALC – remote attendance and proxy voting consultation 

•HCC – new community engagement ranger 

•PCC – newsletter 

•TVBC – barriers to walking and cycling 

•TVBC planning – Historic buildings and energy efficiency 

•HALC – agenda Nov meeting 

•TVBC – community resilience – training and webinar 
 
25/074 COUNCILLOR REPRESENTATIVE REPORTS 
 
SERP – Cllr Hoffman report that the recent Fireworks event was a resounding success which was 
extremely welcome following last year's cancellation.   The turnout was exceptional, and SERP have 
received many compliments about the catering, bar and the fireworks themselves.  SERP's Committee 



 

                                                                         

would like to extend thanks to all the volunteers who worked so hard to put on this event and thank 
Stephen Dovey, Graham Leigh and the rest of the igniting team for their dedication and skill over many 
years.  This year, Pyrotastic, provided their experience and expertise.  Going forward the Committee will 
have to decide on how they manage this side of the event as it certainly seems to be very popular 
amongst parishioners.   
The date for the SERP AGM will be the 10th December.  All, most welcome to attend. 
 
 
COMMUNITY FUNDING – Cllr Lewis reported that she had contacted Antony Chapman, the Community 
Engagement Officer regarding funding opportunities. 
 
CHURCH – Cllr G Noble reported that the Remembrance Service had been well attended and the Church 
are holding fund raising events for the replacement guttering. 
 
SCHOOL TRUST – Cllr Cook reported that investments were discussed at the last meeting and a grant to 
assist the church with the new guttering was approved. 
 
25/075 FINANCE 
a) Bank Balance as at 01.10.24 was confirmed to be £10915.89. 
b) Cllr Cook, as a non-signatory on the bank account, confirmed the bank statement reconciliation with 
the figure presented at this meeting. 
c) The following payments were ratified at this meeting: 

RBL – poppy wreath £22.00 #165® 

Clerks Expenses £219.60 #166 

d) £5500 from TVBC, being the second half of the precept has been received. 
e) Cllr R Noble reported speaking to TSB regarding some bank charges, which have been reversed. 
 
25/076 DATE OF NEXT MEETING: Wednesday 11th December 2024, planning committee. 
 
There being no further business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 08.45pm.   
 

 


